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The One-Click $65,000 portunit

A strategic guide to maximizing your CPF returns in 2026—and

Based on CPF Board 2026 Rates | FRS: $220,400
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The Mathematical Gap

$215k $213,000
SA at 4.0%
$205k +
$180k +
] The $65,800
o | Difference
D $148,200
$130k + OA at 2.5%
| $80,000 left
alone for 25
$105k  years

A 1.5% rate difference sounds negligible. Over 25 years of compounding,
doing absolutely nothing else, it becomes a six-figure wealth multiplier.
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The System Architecture

OA (Ordinary Account) 2.5% p.a. 2.5-3.5% Housing & Education
SA (Special Account) 4.0% p.a. 4.0-5.0% Retirement Accumulation
MA (MediSave) 4.0% p.a. 4.0-5.0% Healthcare
RA (Retirement Account) 4.0% p.a. 4.0-5.0% CPF LIFE Payouts (Age 55+)I
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The Irreversible Trade-Off
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— Irreversible _
{0\ One-Way Valve |

SA Tank
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1. No Undo Button

Funds transferred from OA to SA can |
never return to the OA. Thisis a :

- s mema Alleaadl e e

PEeirimaineit, one-airectuon move.

2. The Housing Lockout

SA funds cannot be used to pay for
HDB downpayments, stamp duties,
Or ongoing mortgage payments.

There are zero emergency
owithdrawal exceptions. J

3. Liquidity Freeze

SA funds remain strictly locked until
age 55 or until standard CPF
withdrawal conditions are met.
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The Age 55 Event Horizon

Age 54

%
The Merge

At 55, your SA is swept into your

newly created RA up to the Full
Retirement Sum.
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The Window Closes

| OA-to-SA transfers permanently
cease.

“The Implication

Delaying the transfer means leaving money
at 2.5% OA rates instead of 4.0% SA rates,
| losing yield that would permanently boost
| your eventual CPF LIFE payouts.
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Persona Diagnostics

TS

Keep a 3-6 month housing buffer in Maximize the SA balance up to the
OA, and aggressively move the rest to $220,400 FRS limit before the Age 55
_ SAto capture the 1.5% premium. 2 _ window permanently closes.
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The Master Decision Algorithm

]
J
STOP.

Are you Age 55 or older? 7 £ A Transfers are closed.
‘ ~ Top up RA directly.

[ Should | transfer my OA to SA?
' N\ )

STOP.
Is your SA already at the FRS Cap ($220,400)? /0\ System cap reached.

LT

\ No transfer allowed. /
Proceed.
STOP.

Are you buying/upgrading property within 5 /
years or heavily reliant on OA for your mortgage? £ Egegoézr?grsﬁgﬁs‘e{g;ams'

No

'_ | Proceed. | |
, TRANSFER EXCESS OA TO SA.

-
=9

\
j Maximize compound interest for retirement.
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Nuances & Execution

Vs O\
\
Myth: \
OA-to-SA transfers give you tax relief. J How to Execute (Takes < 2 minutes)
N 74
Log into my.cpf.gov.sg ‘E'
Reality: via Singpass.
False. Only cash top-ups from outside CPF qualify | Navigate to Mv Requests —
for the RSTU tax deduction (up to $8,000/yr). Build%ng Up M; CP(I]= Savings. \gP%
Internal transfers are not a taxable event.
N - /

o Select Transfer from OA to SA.

¢ ) , f ,
The Real Benefit s )]

T E % L LA N

Higher SA balances flow into your RA at 55, Z /G\ D?(“b'e%?hec_k VOU&DU"?ber*‘a Lhe transfer
permanently raising your lifelong CPF LIFE @widresieriectimmediately andiherelisino

‘ S 30 ling-off period.
monthly annuity payouts. Ay, Eo0lNG QI PELIO
\ 7




DISCLAIMER

This document is produced by CPF Calculator Singapore (CPFCalculatorSG.com) for general educational purposes
only. It does not constitute financial, tax, legal, or investment advice.

All figures, projections and examples are illustrative.
CPF rules and rates are subject to change — verify current figures at cpf.gov.sg.
Not affiliated with the CPF Board or any Singapore government agency.

Full terms: CPFCalculatorSG.com/terms.html.
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